
Inaugural Meeting of the Pastoral Council 
of the Parish of Mary, Mother of God, Bradford 

 
Wednesday 4th December, 2019, 7.00pm 

 
St. Winefride's Church Hall 

 
All members of the newly formed Pastoral Council were in attendance. 
1 The Chairperson, Joe Deegan, invited Father Paul to open the meeting with a 
prayer. 
2 Joe Deegan thanked  Father Paul for the tremendous amount of work undertaken 
by him and thanked all present for agreeing to become members of the Pastoral 
Council. He  invited them to identify themselves  and the groups/parish organisations 
they represent  as follows: 

Mgr Paul Grogan: Parish Priest and President of the Pastoral Council. 
Joe Deegan: Chairperson. 

Agnes Tetteh: Vice Chairperson: Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
Helen Lawlor: Secretary (ex officio) 

Bernadette Benyon: Union of Catholic Mothers 
Gill Emmott: St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Liturgical Ministries: Sean Kilduff 
Julia Mason: Catechists for First Sacraments 

Sandra Scully: Faith and Light Group 
Gill Grant: Housebound parishioners 

Christian Oldcorn: St Bede's and St Joseph's School 
Ben Lavin: Primary Schools 

Ella Rose Henry: Young Adults 
Eco Action Group: Eve Wright 

Michelle Vink: Older People's Groups 
Monica Spyrka: Youth Group 

 
3 Why do we now have a Parish Pastoral Council ?  (now referred to as PPC) 
Father Paul had sought the advice of Bishop Marcus regarding the setting up of the 
PPC 
A message of support from the Bishop about this new venture, the Parish Pastoral 
Council, was read out by the Chair. The PPC will be more structured than our former 
Parish Forum  and will involve  individuals  representing diverse  parish groups  who 
will work  together to build up our community, always  guided by the Gospel 
message of Christ. Father Paul told those present that most recent initiatives had not 
been instigated by himself but had been 'parishioner driven' which he 
encourages,supports and guides. 
 
4 Draft Constitution. 
All members were given a copy of a draft constitution  and guided through it by the 
Chair. Much of it was self-explanatory dealing with the establishment of the PPC, its 
function, composition, terms of office, involvement of  sub committees eg. Shared 
Leadership team, Finance Committee. Terms of office, officers, preparing for 
meetings, conduct of meetings are all clearly defined in the Constitution. The Chair 
proposed we formally adopt  the Constitution once certain amendments have been 
made. 



 
5 Related Groups. 
The Shared Leadership Team meets once a month with Father Paul; 
Halls Management Team: newly formed and meeting monthly; 
The Finance Committee meets three or four times a year. 
All the above are doing tremendous work for our parish. 
Lacking at the moment  is a Justice and Peace Group and a Parish Social 
Committee. 
 
6 Interaction with parishioners. 
Having had a Parish Forum for many years, open to all parishioners and now having 
the PPC, where parishioners are not invited to attend such meetings, we do not now 
wish them to feel excluded in the decision making process. How do we communicate 
with others? How will a parishioner know who to approach with any concerns, 
suggestions etc? 
Some suggestions were   as follows from members: via the newsletter;website; Face 
book; should we have a list of our groups, names, photos, showing which group we 
represent  on the PPC affixed on our porch Notice Boards ? 
 Joe Deegan  agreed to deliver a Lectern address in the New Year. 
 
7 Mission Statement 
A Draft/Proposed Mission Statement from the Chair: 

To spread the Good News of Jesus Christ by living our faith as a Catholic 
Community in worship, service and support of each other and to answer our call to 
discipleship, outreach, inclusion and evangelisation in our parish and in our local 

community. 
 

In considering the above we need to ask ourselves: why are we here, what are we 
trying to achieve, how do we spread the Good News of Jesus Christ? 
To be discussed at our next meeting. 
 
8 Aims and Objectives. 
Do we need to set targets for ourselves? It appeared that we do not wish to formalise 
our objectives but rather to progress slowly in 'small steps.' Members were asked to 
consult with  those in the group/organisation they represent about what they want to 
achieve, to work out their aims and objectives and to submit them to the Chair before 
the next meeting in March. 
 
9 Any Other Business. 
E mail addresses of all members to be circulated by Father Paul. 
We will set our objectives for the next two years at  our March PPC meeting. 
The meeting closed at 8.10.pm with  thanks from the Chair  to members for their 
contribution to the meeting.   
 
Date of next meeting: Thursday 5th March  2020, 7pm at St. John's.     
 


