
 

Homily for Second Sunday of Lent, Year C, 17th March 2019 

Theme: God transfigures us through his grace. 

The grisly episode related in our first reading needs a bit of unpacking. In ancient Middle 
East culture kings made a solemn pact by slaughtering animals, hewing them into two 
halves, arranging these pieces of carcasses in two lines, forming a bloody avenue, and then, 
together, walking down the avenue. The unspoken meaning of this act was as follows: may 
each of us also be killed if we break the agreement that at this moment we are entering into. 

God uses human culture to reveal himself to us. Hence, when he calls Abram, our father in 
faith, God instructs him as we heard to slaughter the animals and to prepare them in the 
usual fashion. Then, there is a pause and Abram waits. It is only when night falls that God, 
who dwells in eternal mystery, reveals himself in the burning firebrand which passes 
between the two halves of the animals. We note that Abram simply witnesses this. Nothing is 
required of him more than that at this moment. This is important. It shows that God, who is 
all powerful, has unilaterally made a binding agreement, or a Covenant, with Abram and his 
descendants. God has committed himself to look after Abram’s family forever. 

This gives us an insight into God. God, who is entire unto himself, freely enters into human 
history for Abram’s sake. God is in the Bible from the very outset God who chooses this 
man. It is natural for us to think: But why would God want to do this? There can be only one 
answer: Because God desires that this man and his descendants should enter into a 
relationship with him. This act also gives us an insight into ourselves. As St Paul reminds us, 
we belong to Abram’s clan by faith, so the promises God made to Abram he also makes to 
us. He is God for us, our protector. And if we think about the symbolism of the 
Covenant-making which I have described, something else occurs to us: God will never 
withdraw his favour from us. We need to remember that. 

Let’s fast-forward through the centuries. God establishes another higher Covenant with his 
people through Moses at Mount Sinai . Once again, animals are slaughtered, and the people 
receive the Ten Commandments communicated to Moses on the summit of the mountain. 
The people declare: “He is our God and we are his people.” Fast forward again and now we 
are on another mountaintop and here is Moses once more, with Elijah, speaking to Jesus. 
This is the account of the transfiguration that we heard in our gospel today. These three men 
are speaking of Jesus’ “passing” we read, in other words of his forthcoming bloody death on 
the cross. At that moment, the Son of God will offer his life as a sacrificial Victim for the 
salvation of all of humanity. 

What further insight does this give us into God? We remember that the whole of the Old                 
Testament, represented at this moment by the figures of Moses and Elijah, points towards              
the complete revelation of God in the Person of Jesus Christ whom here, through the eyes of                 
Peter, James and John, we behold. As we gaze upon Jesus, we realise that God is not                 
simply our Protector. God the Father prefers that this Jesus, his only Son, be brutally               
executed rather than that any of us should be separated from him. God very evidently loves                
us with a passion whose fierceness is unimaginable. 

What further insight does this story give us about ourselves? It’s a wake-up call. How can we 
be so lacklustre in the practice of our faith? If Jesus died so horribly out of love for us to save 
us, that’s not a fact among others: that’s the bedrock of our lives. My brothers and sisters, 



our faith is weak. And it is for that reason that God, whose love for us is undiminished, 
whether or not we seek to live in his presence and do his will, provides us with this holy 
season of Lent so that we can recall with gratitude and joy who God is and who we are. This 
is our special time with God. 

And who we truly are is revealed to us in today’s gospel story. God the Father wishes to 
transfigure us as Jesus was transfigured. St Paul tells us that in our second reading today. 
God is at work in us through his Holy Spirit, changing us from within, removing from us, if we 
allow him, the sin which is alien to our true nature. God through his mercy is seeking to 
restore us to our original beauty. Jesus reveals to us what we can become. This same 
Jesus, who appeared in majesty on the mountaintop, appears to us now in the simple sign of 
the Blessed Eucharist and as we eat him we are transformed into him. 

 


