
Homily for the Solemnity of Ss Peter and Paul, 30th June 2019 

These champions of our faith loved Jesus and served him to the end. 

I met a man once who said that he was converted to Christianity by watching 
the film Jesus of Nazareth. It’s a great movie that will be familiar to many of us. 
It was released in 1977. I thought of it recently because I read that the director 
Franco Zeffirelli had died.  

There is one scene in particular that stands out in my memory. It is the 
moment that Jesus calls Peter. We know the story. Jesus instructs Peter and 
his companions to put out into the Lake once more and they net a huge catch 
of fish. Then Peter asks Jesus to leave him for he is a sinful man and Jesus 
tells him that from now on it is people whom he will catch. The camera stays 
on Peter’s face as he gazes upon this man who is to transform his life. No 
cinematic moment better captures for me the central truth of our faith: to be a 
Christian means to encounter Jesus. 

Today we celebrate the extraordinary lives of Ss Peter and Paul. Peter, as we 
heard in the gospel, was the rock upon which Jesus built his Church and Paul 
was the apostle to the pagans, as heard in our second reading. They each 
played a pivotal role in the building up of Christ’s Church on earth. And they 
were able to do this not because they were “great men” understood in worldly 
terms. Rather they were such effective evangelists because they were wholly 
caught up in an all-consuming and life-giving friendship with this man who is 
also God, Jesus of Nazareth. 

They reveal to us today how we too can be friends of Jesus. Paul, as we 
heard, was very conscious that Jesus “stood by him.” It’s an evocative phase. 
Are you conscious that Jesus is standing by you, that he is another words 
supporting you in all the challenges of your life? Paul also wrote that Jesus 
gave him “power.” Do you feel Jesus’ power, in other words the Holy Spirit, at 
work in you, helping you to be a better grandmother, a more generous 
parishioner? Peter declared himself for Jesus: “”You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God,” he said. Do we declare ourselves openly to be Jesus’ 
disciples? Do your work colleagues know you are a Catholic? 

Most importantly, both Peter and Paul were aware that Jesus had saved them. 
“Now I know that the Lord really did save me from Herod,” Peter remarked in 
our first reading. Paul wrote in our second reading: “I was rescued from the 



lion’s mouth.” Do you know Jesus as your Saviour, that you are wholly 
dependent upon him?  

Today’s feast is an opportunity for us to accept at a deeper level God’s mercy 
communicated to us through Jesus Christ. In our imaginations, we are Peter 
by the lakeside, overcome by the experience of Jesus’ kindness. We are Paul, 
glad to have the privilege of pouring out our lives for Jesus in gratitude for his 
goodness to us. 

Today’s feast is also a moment for us to appreciate anew that Jesus has 
charged us too with the task of building up his holy Church. We are not, in this 
country, facing persecution. We are facing a mysterious modern phenomenon: 
religious indifference. In the Areopagus, in Athens Greek scholars laughed at 
Paul for proclaiming that the man Jesus had risen from the dead. Many of our 
contemporaries pity us for embracing what they consider to be a groundless 
hope. Their influence is strong. Every year members of our parish community 
to all intents and purposes give up their faith. They prefer to conform to the 
prevailing mindset. 

And Jesus looks at us as he once looked at Peter and asks if we too will 
desert him and Peter speaks for all of us when he says “”Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the message of eternal life.” Supported by Peter’s and 
Paul’s prayers, we dare to believe, as they did, that our friendship with Jesus 
provides us with everything we need. As the great German spiritual writer of 
the last century, Romano Guardini, once wrote, “when we experience a great 
love everything else becomes part of it.” I testify here and now that I love 
Jesus. I cannot imagine life without him. 

For, and this is the joy of being a Catholic, I am able to encounter Jesus my 
Risen Saviour as personally and as completely as Peter and Paul did because 
I am a member of the Church which Christ founded upon them. I do not need 
Jesus to reveal himself to me on the road to Damascus because he reveals 
himself to me in the Eucharist. I do not need a lakeside conversation with 
Jesus to experience his mercy for I have the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
entrusted as we heard in our gospel today to Peter and the apostles for all 
ages. Through participating in the sacramental life of the Church I enjoy the 
friendship of Jesus in a way which lacks nothing. Through this friendship I am 
freed from everything that would otherwise bind me, as surely as if I had been 
chained in prison with double chains and with soldiers all around me and an 



angel had said to me “Hurry! Get up!” and the chains had fallen from my 
hands. 


