
Homily for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, 13th January 2019 

The Holy Spirit comes upon us at Baptism so that we can do God’s will. 

The key to our faith is accepting that we are loved by God. This sounds very easy but in fact 

it is remarkably challenging. We heard in our gospel today that God the Father declared 

Jesus to be “his Son, the Beloved.” He proclaimed this not just so that we might understand 

Christ’s identity but also so that we might understand our own identity. For when we were 

baptised in the waters made holy by Christ at his baptism we  too became children of his 

Father, we too became the Father’s beloved ones. 

We discover an interior resistance to accepting our identity. This is the residue of original sin 

from which God has saved us through our baptism. We have a tendency not to accept the 

Father’s love graciously and gratefully but to rebel against it proudly. We want to forge our 

own identity, to be fiercely independent rather than to receive the gift of ourselves from 

God our Creator. 

A big break through moment in our personal conversion comes when we are able to take a 

deep breath and to say to God our Father: “Thank for creating me. Thank you for loving me. 

Thank you for saving me in Christ Jesus.” Once we say that we are making ourselves 

properly vulnerable before the All-Merciful One who cherishes us with boundless love. It is 

in effect what we do at Mass and why going to Mass is so life-transforming. 

It’s the experience of any parent that when a child is loved he or she becomes capable of 

personal development. Children delight in bringing before their parents their small 

achievements. Fridges throughout south Bradford are festooned with their art work. They 

are also able to take appropriate risks, confident that their parents’ love will provide them 

with the safety net that they need. And, when they reach a certain age they are also able to 

imitate their parents in seeking to be attentive to others’ needs. They see charity in action 

and they wish to become charitable themselves. 

The same dynamic operates in our relationship with God our Father. It’s only when we 

experience his love that we are capable of putting into action his will. Hence there’s nothing 

self-indulgent about seeking to understand his merciful intentions towards us more fully. 

We are not seeking to have a private consolation, as  it were. Through lives of prayer and 

participation in the sacraments we are like athletes at a gym preparing ourselves to engage 

in a noble enterprise, seeking in this way to give the best of ourselves. 

We can understand this a bit more if we recall that the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus 

immediately after his baptism. I have often pondered why this occurred since there was 

never a moment when the Holy Spirit was not with the Son. Then this week I read an 

explanation by one of the fathers of the Church and it all made sense. Jesus received the 

Holy Spirit, as he received baptism, nor for his own sake, but for ours. He was representing 

the whole of humanity at this moment. We are able to see in this event in a particularly 

striking way that we too have received the inestimable gift of the Spirit. From the moment 

of our baptism God has dwelt within us. 



This means that we have been given what St Paul in our second reading described as the 

“power of the Spirit” that enabled Jesus “to do good and to cure those who had fallen into 

the power of the devil.” Sustained by the Holy Spirit we are co-operators with Jesus in his 

ongoing mission on earth. The Spirit renders us capable of doing good in the many ways that 

become available to us in the particular circumstances of our life. And we who have been 

cured, that is healed, by receiving God’s mercy are now charged with the task, as missionary 

disciples, of being God’s channels through which he can confer his mercy on others. In this 

way we contribute to God’s plan of salvation for all peoples, the unfolding of which is 

described by Isaiah in our first reading. We, urged on by the Holy Spirit, free people from 

the imprisonment of life without love. We, illuminated by the same Spirit, bring light to 

those whose lives have been benighted by godlessness. 

It seems then, on the final day of Christmastide, the Church is calling us, who rejoice to be 

Jesus’ disciples, to action. Refreshed by gazing on the Christ child and animated by his Holy 

Spirit we happily recommit ourselves to the task of building up the kingdom of Jesus of 

Nazareth, who is the successor of King David and the Saviour of the world. 






