
Homily for the Solemnity of the Epiphany, 6th January 2019 

God calls all peoples to become members of his family, the Church. 

I had a very encouraging, humbling, rather wonderful experience not so long ago. I was preaching at 
a funeral and I suddenly become aware that a young woman in the congregation was completely 
intent on everything I was saying. She manifested a level of concentration that was remarkable. It 
was as if she was thirsty for the good news that I was trying to expound and she was drinking great 
draughts of it and still she wanted more. Perhaps she was especially attentive because she was 
grieving the loss of somebody whom she loved. Certainly I became aware that a moment of true 
evangelisation was occurring within this church. What was happening in this young woman’ soul, 
only God knows. How she build on this experience subsequently, only God knows. The effect on me, 
though, has been quite profound. The event has made me aware of how powerful the gospel is and 
how God uses our human agency to intervene in others’ lives. It made me want to prepare homilies 
better in future so that I may better fulfil God’s intentions for his people.  

That moment has helped me to see that God is always seeking to reveal himself to us. Revelation: 
that is key to understanding our Christian faith. God who dwells in invisibility has made himself 
visible in the Person of his Blessed Son whose nativity we continue to celebrate in this holy season of 
Christmastide. He revealed himself in Bethlehem, first to the People of Israel, represented by the 
shepherds and then to all the peoples of the world, represented by the wise men, the event that we 
celebrate today, the Feast of the Epiphany. But he also reveals himself to each of us personally. We 
know this because St Paul in our second reading testifies to the moment when Jesus revealed 
himself to him. It was a life-transforming occurrence. A key way in which Jesus reveals himself to us 
now is through our participation in the sacred liturgy. Jesus speaks to us today, offers himself to us 
today, encourages us today even as we celebrate the Mass, his most precious gift to us. 

When we realise this, it makes us joyful. We are like the wise men who, as St Matthew tells us in our 
gospel reading, experienced delight when they saw the star over the house where Mary and the 
infant Jesus were. Our God guides us as he guided them. Now we do not need to have a physical 
sign. Rather God is within us in the Person of the Holy Spirit and he directs us along the journey of 
our life. 

In our parish post-Confirmation youth group we were reflecting on this gospel passage earlier this 
week and each of us had to say what phrase or word most struck us. We were engaging in lectio 
divina through which we open ourselves to this same Holy Spirit in order that he may encourage us 
through a prayerful reading of scripture. One of the girls was very clear: “going into the house they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage.” She was drawn 
by the beauty of that encounter. She was able to describe exactly what the scene was like in her 
imagination. It was great to listen to her. 

Thinking about our conversation subsequently I thought: “That’s it. We have to go in through the 
door. Jesus reveals himself to us, but we have to go to him.” And then I began to reflect on what 
might be impeding us this morning from having a fresh experience of intimacy with Jesus our 
Saviour. Perhaps we feel unworthy. Perhaps we are sceptical that joy can be ours. Perhaps we are 
imprisoned by cynicism. Perhaps we are so interiorly bruised that we have ceased to hope for 
healing. 

Whatever is impeding us from entering into the house, let us lay it aside. For now we have arrived. 
Our Lord is waiting to reveal himself to us in Holy Communion in this holy house which the holy 
house of Bethlehem prefigured. The wise men’s delight can be ours if we simply receive Our Lord 



with the same humility which he is demonstrating in offering himself to us. We are part of a great 
movement of people throughout the world of people whom God is drawing to himself. The Prophet 
Isaiah saw this in our first reading. God is doing the work within us through his Holy Spirit. He yearns 
for us to say yes, following the example of the woman at Bethlehem whom the wise men discovered 
cradling her baby, the Saviour of the world, my personal Saviour 






