
Homily for the Requiem Mass for Alan Duff RIP, 4th January 2019, St 
Winefride’s Church, Bradford. 

We ask that Jesus will raise Alan up on the last day and give him eternal life. 

If we want better to understand God’s good intentions towards us, we need 
simply to think about the Mass. Let’s reflect for a little about what happens in 
this most holy of events, this religious service which we are celebrating right 
now. Two aspects of the Mass strike me particularly. 

Firstly, God speaks to us through the scriptures. He has spoken to each of us 
today through the readings that Maria has kindly chosen for this funeral. 
Throughout our society, people are forever saying “I’d believe if God would 
just make himself known to me.” Well, all we have to do is to plonk ourselves 
down in the pews and listen to what God has to say to us on that day. The 
Bible was written and compiled precisely so it could be read out at Mass. 

Secondly, God offers himself to us in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. I 
imagine that not everybody here today will be a Catholic (though if you’d like 
to become one I can see you afterwards) so perhaps you’d value a little 
explanation of why the Mass is so special to us. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
whose birth we continue to celebrate I this season of Christmastide, offers 
himself to the faithful in the Sacrament of Holy Communion every time the 
Mass is celebrated. God comes down from heaven to draw us into communion 
with him.  

When Jesus was describing this extraordinary event to his first disciples he 
described himself as the Bread of Life and he said that whoever ate of his 
Sacred Body would pass from death to life. It was in the course of this address 
to the disciples that he uttered the words that we have just heard in our gospel 
reading, which Maria chose. Frankly, the news could not be better: “All that 
the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I shall not turn 
him away.” 

“I shall not turn him away.” Those words express the kernel of the Christian 
faith. In the bank of the minds of many of us there is a lingering fear when we 
think about the future. We fall into calculating how good we have been as 
against how bad we have been. All of us who are grown-up have memories 
which cause us to wince. It is very easy for us think that on balance we have 
not deserved the eternal happiness that the Church proclaims is open to us 



and we can become stressed and that can lead us to become angry or cynical 
or depressed. 

So Jesus’ words to us today are very helpful. When we think that we have 
somehow to placate God we have a pre-Christian understanding of who God is. 
We can see him as distant from us, one who is examining us from afar to see 
whether we match up to his impossibly high expectations of us before deciding 
whether he will grant us the gift that all of us seek, namely eternal life. But this 
god is not the God whom Christians worship. Our God is the one who lay in the 
manger. Our God made himself completely vulnerable before us. The Son 
through whom all that is has its being suffered himself to be born of one of his 
creatures, Mary. God entered into the human condition in this way because of 
his unbounded love for us. He wants us to enter into relationship with him. He 
wants us to enjoy his friendship.  

All that is required of us is that we respond to him, that we “go to him.” Even 
hearing this we might remain fearful. We might say: “Well I often don’t give 
God a second thought.” But Jesus is only warming to his theme. He continues, 
as we have heard: “Now the will of him who sent me is that I should lose 
nothing of all that he has given to me.” God our Father is fiercely determined 
that we, his sons and daughters, should enter into the happiness that he has 
prepared for us. He is prepared to take upon himself any sacrifice in order to 
rescue us from harm. 

Here we begin to fathom the unfathomable love of God for each of us. This 
love is beautifully expressed in the line from the Book of Wisdom that we 
heard in our first reading: “Grace and mercy await the chosen of the Lord.” 
Grace is the divine help which God communicates to those who are baptised 
through the Holy Spirit dwelling in their souls. Through this unmerited gift we 
grow in holiness: our faith in God becomes deeper; our hope in his promises 
stronger; our ability to be charitable to others becomes greater. 

Mercy: this describes the pain which God our Father experiences in his heart 
whenever we are hurting. It does not matter whether our wounds are 
self-inflicted or the result of others’ unkindness. God focuses all his energy 
upon us, seeking to alleviate our pain. The ultimate expression of God’s mercy 
is Jesus’ death upon the cross for the salvation of humanity. In that moment 
God took our pain into himself in order to free us from it, to bring us healing. 

Alan was a disciple of Jesus whose birth we recently celebrated and who died 
on the cross for love of him. As is evident from the beautiful account of his life 



which Maria has written and which I am to deliver at the crematorium on 
behalf of the family, he sought to put God’s commandment of love into 
practice in his life. We commend our brother confidently in this Mass to the 
mercy of God his Father, asking that, in the words of the gospel, “on the last” 
day Jesus will “raise Alan up” and give  him “eternal life.” 

 

 

 






