
Homily for the 33rd Sunday of the Year, 17th November 2019 

God will guide his Church in these challenging times. 

As I sat in the shallow end of the Richard Dunne Sports Centre pool for a 
brief respite after swimming a few lengths on Friday evening I turned to 
the chap sitting next to me, a man of about my age, and I said “Sad isn’t 
it.” He knew exactly what I meant. “It is that,” he replied. “I came her as a 
boy when it opened in 1975. I taught my boys to swim in this pool and to 
cycle on the cycle lane outside.” We paused. Only half-an-hour later the 
last swimming session ever at this pool would come to an end. This 
iconic building, as everybody in Bradford knows, is to close. “I asked my 
lads whether they wanted to come for a nostalgic last swim,” he said. 
“But they just looked at me and said ‘why?’ So I came by myself.” “They 
don’t understand,” I said. “They’re too young. By the way I’m the parish 
priest at St Winefride’s.” “Oh, I’m sorry,” he said. “Still I suppose 
somebody has to be.” 

With that typical Bradfordian put-down, our conversation drew to a close! 
As I swam up and down that evening and thought of this building being 
demolished I thought of Jesus’ words in our gospel today, predicting the 
destruction of the Temple. For me and my fellow swimmer the Sports 
Centre is significant because we have personal memories associated 
with the building. For Jesus’ listeners, the Temple in Jerusalem was a 
guarantee that God would always be there for his people. To suggest 
that it was to be razed to the ground would therefore have been truly 
appalling to Jesus’ Jewish auditors. The first temple had been destroyed 
in the sixth century BC by the Babylonians and that had induced a 
national religious trauma. Its rebuilding the following century had marked 
a moment of national healing. Could the Lord God of Israel really allow 
his people to suffer so severely once again? Their minds reeled at the 
prospect of it. 

Words such as those spoken by Jesus in our gospel led shortly 
afterwards to the Jewish authorities turning against him and handing him 
over to the Roman occupiers with the request that he be executed. He 
himself then gave the supreme example of that endurance about which 
he spoke in our gospel reading. He allowed himself to be killed horribly 
on the cross to save us from sin. And he arose on the third day, 
vanquishing death forever and making it possible for us his followers to 



enter into his own eternal life. A few decades later the Jewish people 
rebelled against the Romans and they reacted savagely, slaughtering 
many and destroying the temple. In that moment Jesus’ prophecy was 
fulfilled. 

In this context it is difficult for us to take on board Jesus’ key teaching 
today: “do not be frightened.” Of course, the prospect of death frightens 
all of us. And no doubt our dislike of change proceeds from this fear. We 
often want things to remain exactly as we are. We do not want to face 
the prospect that one day we shall have to leave this world behind. 

But God, speaking to us through today’s scriptures, urges us to cast off 
this fearfulness. Jesus’ words belong to the great apocalyptic tradition of 
Jewish teaching. According to this tradition, believers are urged to look 
towards the end times when God will rescue us from everything that 
afflicts us. The Prophet Malachi in our first reading envisions a great time 
of purification which will be life-giving and which will bring God’s kind 
purposes toward his people to fulfilment. That prophecy came true on 
the hill of Calvary. And it becomes true again every time we who are 
Jesus’ disciples enter more deeply into communion with him as we 
prepare during these short years of our earthly life to accept in its 
fullness his gracious offer of eternal life. 

My brothers and sisters, the time will come when our churches too, like 
the Temple in Jerusalem and like the Richard Dunne Sports Centre, will 
be razed to the ground. The course of Catholicism in our country since 
the Reformation has been beset with challenges. In our own time, as we 
know, most of our middle-aged parishioners and almost all of our young 
parents and others in their 20s and 30s have decided that they do not 
wish to participate regularly in the life of our parish. The decline in those 
attending Mass is seemingly inexorable. 

In these circumstances, the words of our readings today are especially 
powerful. Jesus says: “do not be frightened.” We are not frightened 
because we trust in Jesus, not in buildings. He is all-powerful. He is not 
going to desert us. 

At our deanery conference last week we were told that Bishop Marcus is 
encouraging his priests to consider Bradford as a mission territory. He is 
urging us to cooperate more with one another. What seems in itself 
bleak, the following away of Mass-goers, is becoming a God-given 



opportunity for us all to go deeper in our relationship with our Lord and to 
work out creative initiatives by which the people of our time – many of 
whom , including many baptised Catholics, have fallen into a kind of new 
paganism – may come to know God’s mercy. 

And it is precisely at this time that we are preparing, throughout England, 
to rededicate ourselves as the Dowry of our Lady in the great act of 
re-evangelisation that will take place at the Feast of the Annunciation on 
25th March next year. In preparation for this, Bishop Marcus has invited 
us to say the Angelus after each Mass, a practice which we will begin 
tomorrow. In saying this prayer we will say with Mary: “Be it done unto 
me according to your Word.” We will be accepting our personal 
responsibility to respond to God’s offer of friendship in Jesus through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. We will be able to say “yes” at a deeper level 
than before and then allow God to work through us to fulfil his purposes 
in our time. What a privilege it is to be a disciple of Jesus! How blest are 
we that in these challenging times Jesus has called us to show our love 
of him precisely through our endurance.  

 
 

 

 

 


