
Homily for 15th Sunday of Year C, 14th July 2019 

Jesus, through his holy Church, tends the wounds of the victims of our culture of 
godlessness . 

The story of the Good Samaritan speaks to us in a particular way as we begin 
our major evangelisation campaign in this parish. Volunteers from the Legion 
of Mary will this week be knocking on thousands of doors in several areas in 
our parish, inviting those who answer to make an next step in faith. We 
applaud them for their courage. It’s a job that many of us would shy away 
from. Yet their campaign, our campaign, is exactly in line with our Holy Father’s 
teaching that we should go out to meet our neighbour, not expect our 
neighbour to come to us.  

The injured traveller represents, in this context, all those who have been hurt 
by a society which has sought to do away with God. He is the young person 
who, growing up in a secularised society, has never had anybody explain to him 
that his yearning for eternal life is not silly: it is the action of the holy Spirit in 
him. The injured traveller is the elderly person living alone, who hardly ever 
meets anybody and who is the victim of a society in which the sense of 
community, which the church helps generate, has broken down. The injured 
traveller is the middle-aged woman who discovers a deep need to be cherished 
and understood and listened to and whom, it seems, everybody ignores. 

The Church, built on the foundations stones of the 12 apostles, is Jesus, the 
body of which he is the head, as we heard in our second reading. Jesus, 
through his Church, as his Church, goes out to provide succour to those who 
have been battered by life. The Church as Pope Francis said, is a field hospital 
in which people’s wounds are tended and in which they experience God’s 
mercy. Many people want to hide their wounds, to suffer quietly, to endure 
lives of silent desperation, rather than access the help that the Church 
provides. But these 12 Legionaries respectfully and sensitively decline to be 
deterred by this defensiveness They are sallying forth with the limitless 
strength afforded to them by the Holy Spirit to engage with people whom they 
have never met (for most of them, in a country which is not their own) and 
then to leave at the end of the week without knowing the fruits of their labour 
(which may become apparent only years down the line). They offer the 
precious balm of hope and the grace of the sacraments to ease and heal the 
interior suffering of this generation. 



As they talk to people, in their homes, on the streets, in our schools, they are 
convicted of the core truth of our faith. Jesus Christ is the answer to all man’s 
deepest questioning. He is the one, as we heard in our second reading, through 
whom everything was made and for whom we were made. We cannot know 
the mystery of our identity unless we yield to the gentle but urgent prompting 
of his Spirit and allow Jesus into our lives. Jesus reveals us to ourselves, shows 
us the purpose of our lives, how we may find joy, how we may enter into that 
peace for which we were created. 

These Legionaries, by their very presence on the doorstep, will help people 
who may feel far away from God to realise that, as we heard in our first 
reading, God is in fact very near. As they witness to their faith, they will help 
some people at least to put down the heavy burden of their scepticism and 
embrace the possibility that their lives may actually be charged with divine 
significance. Through their tenderness, their patience and their diligence to the 
task in hand they will manifest God’s concern for his beloved sons and 
daughters who currently labour in the darkness of unbelief. 

What greater gift can we give our fellow citizens than that which is most 
precious to us: our faith in Jesus? Our faith is represented by the coins which 
the Samaritan gives to the inn keeper so that he may look after the injured 
traveller. Faith shows itself in concrete charitable acts. Faith is never 
something that we are to keep to ourselves. Faith is made for sharing. If you 
give me food, you help me to satisfy my basic physical needs. If you show me 
through such a loving act your faith in God you give me something far greater, 
a reason for hope. I see in the eyes of a disciple of Jesus something which I too 
wish to possess. I become aware through them of my own possibilities as a 
beloved son or daughter of my Father in heaven. 

May this campaign this week help all of us who are supporting it simply 
through our prayers – which of course is the most powerful contribution 
imaginable – come to a fuller understanding of our own responsibility to pass 
on our faith in the particular circumstances of our lives. We in the Church are 
not a castle fortified against the world. Rather we are the continuing presence 
of Jesus in the world, Jesus who works through us and in us, to draw always 
more people into life-giving communion with himself. 

 


